S ELDOG OWNERS A8SS850CIALTION

President: TRa Fo Frecton AcR.IN.A. MNewsletter No.6. 1978

Mzny thonks to those members who have put pen or type to poper and so
swelling the size of the newsletter. There heve been guite a number of
chznges in ownership so herewith the latest Register as far as I know.
To dgte 90 Seadog owners have joined the association and of 125 Seadogs
in the Register, 75 are present merbers - 60%, L membership form is
added to the Register for the enrclment of menmbers and those extra pounds
ensure 2 no subscription orgunlsatlonu it Teb 28 there was £214 in the
dbp051t accoulit.
EVENTS 1 97 8
april 22/23 Rally at Yarmouth. Details with you.
May 27 Round the Island by Saill and Power.
Being organised by Edward Fratt :~ Corbies
61, Church Lane -
. Lymington Hents.
Also mermbers not wishing to S2il and Motor arcund the
Isle of Wight in gentle competition may meet at the
Royal Lymington Y.0. for dimner,
Write to Tdward and book,
Sept %7 Rally at Ilymouth. Members who are in the West Country
and interested in = meet at Plymouth in September would
‘they kindly contact:—  Bill Tounder (LYTRA)
: 24 Ceoowbe Irive Cargreen
‘ Scitash Cormwzll,
Sept 9/'1 G Rally at Yormouth I.0.W. Details with you.
Miss Sara Moore (LUNA4) has kindly offered to help
with the orgznisaticn os we are away. 30 contact her
at:i~ The Probation Cffice, 62 Crocker Street, Newport,
T.0.W, merk the epvelop; 'Tersenszl!
BUREEES 5 irom R. F. Frzoman & rariners
2, High Strest, Milford-on-Sesz, Lyminston Hants.
Tel: Milford-on-Sea 3000
(4 ‘”old' ketch motif upon a navy blue background.)

BRCOCEES . Miniature of the above. £1.50 from D.EB. but if away
HEiida Freeman has some. '
INSUER/NCE: Excellent Seadog terms and assistance from keg. F.

Ireeman & I'artners. Address above,

RUFHING RIGGTIG: Freemans haove =2lso prepared a complete list of replacement
rifgzing in braidline, This cmn include double purchase
on Main and Mizzen Halyords and Jib tack.

PEDES FASTINERS: For the spreay hood w1rdscrecn fixing. LZveiloble from
Freormons.

SLTL PLANS: £1. from D.Z. stzte 399! or 4547 rig.
Reg. Freeman has drswn a larger genoa. Details from him,

TELK CIL: I am using. § litre Fure Turps. 4 litre Boiled Linseed
oil + 1 egg cup of varnich.

MODS s RAD“n. sarticle by Don Fair follows. )

RLDOR HEFLECPCE. Fits within the riggzing below the

'Czrrot Ferch! on the mizzen., 4 sczle construction
draving from D.E.

MAST LOYERING: In Newsletter lNo.1., Roger Davies wrote an excellent
article cnd he 1s the expert con this...up and down with
the masts when up znd down the Thzmes over the post
ten years. Copies from D.E. S5.0L.5. please.



s
L SENGUINARY TALE, o IMTCEETTE®

"we are all deluded thus, It breaks in our bosom and then we bleed"
Shelley-Eymn of Pan

You will reczll that first we put the hull right from osmosis and 1 am
relieved to report that after two seasons Michette has been slipped and

not a sign.

Next we proceeded to attack the chronic fuel failure of the Parkins
zssisted by Birdham Shipyard, Groves & Gutteridge, Berthcn Shipyard and
T'hilips of Dartmouth plus Perkins themselves: with a pit stop every hour
or less fcllowed by acrobatics I was able to disprove the statement by
Mark Brackenbury that a Seadog cannct be bled at sea. In June, Golden
Arrow at Newhaven said: 1. Shorten the fuel lines : 2. Ensure that both
tanks have adeguate 5/16th" gauze protected breathers,

(Now, dear Sezdog owners, have you two breathers: you think you have?

Well, go znd look. Ah you have a 1/16" hole in the tank cap. Very good
now look at the other tank: see what I mean, And do not say that your
engine has always worked first time; it will stop one day and then at the
worst moment. 8o action in the Lssociation for 1978. HUNT THE BREATHER,)
5« Take out the fuel pipe from the tonk. Inspect and replace or renev.
Birdham Bhipyard did 1 and 2 very well as usual but baulked at 3 saying fhat
the pipes were glassed in and to remove wo:ld mean fibreglass bits in the
diesel so why not start out and see what happens. This we did: stopped
two cables from Birdham Spit Buoy, ten minutes of elapsed cruise,

40,310 minutes £i1l to go. BLEED AGAIN. In the end we failed off
Alderney, heading for the Swinge in the dying breeze of a June evening

but managed to tack intc Braye with Blossom writing out both her
resignation ané a For Sale notice. .

Next day, down the Little Russel with orange bucket ready to hoist, two
boaté escorting, wind light, engine on: engine stops, up bucket, two inch
nylon rope ready, off we go behind Aguaries IT, good young Richard, " if
you prick us, do we not bleed?"

ind so to St. leter Port and to Moities, Perkins agents and Cruising
fAssociztion boatman. A very nice, short aquare engineer arrived, inspected,
went home to sleep on it, came back next 4A.M. early and said "When the fitters
put your engine in they thought the breather pipes in the top of the tanks
were for 1ift pipes and the two holes in each fuel tank, front end bottom
were for drain tzps fitted. All we need do is connect the fuel lines

to the drain taps and block off the 1ift pipes in the tank tops and away '

' you go. True enough we goed and went on to run the engine all the way

! from Alderney to Chichester entrance in gathering seas without z falter,all
smooth at 1400 revs and never failed us since then. Cf course, I wonder

. really what the previous owners had been doing for eight years but as I have
- never met them I shall never know.

ind so, we trust has ended the trials, tribulations and aggravations of

our first two seasons in Michette: I shall not bore you at length with =21l
the other test cuastions: why 2 30 amp ammeter on a 42 amp alternator?

Why on the first fuel fllter did the in pipe connect itself to the out

hole and the out pipe to the in hele?  Why were the sheet leads so placed
that the foresails would never set? Bilge pumps made of radiator hose
which folded like tissue paper? etc., etc., etc,, But you cgn take it

from me that everything is now in seagoing order and will stay that way if
I know anything about it.

And we love Michette all fthe more.

0L, by the way, we Yook the Herm ferry and when returning from Rosiere
Steps te St. Feter TPort, Blossom looked at me and I locked at Blosson.
"Can't be" szys she, "Well I never" says L. The large six cylinder
Lister diesel in the ferry, never lkmown to stop, Jjust faded away and



contd;
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the fifiy grockles glidedseffortlessly down the Little lt'ssel on the way to
St. Malo, A gentlenaa came out of the cuddy «ith a bep of tools, shoved

oside the grockles sl.iing on ithe engine casin: and proc..ded to the
second Iilter. I siooped foriard with an erier of hol-: Who are you,
nays hs . Lllow me Lo assist,scys I, - T ax THE FASILST BLEEDZR IN

THE CHAWEL ISLES,
The lantsage fell on "lossom's respectoble little ecrs. Jor once
she did .ot protest.

Brian Jacksun "MICIIETTL! 261277
e
Fxtroct Trom o letter from Robert Francis of hrssachusets
YYHIMSY OF WESODH'.

OCEAN T.CTFG: Lost winter two item arrived in the mail a week or co apart,
one a magazine article Y91d men can win Ocean Races™ and a circulo:r from

be Eluc Yater Cruising Club zbout a cruising boat race from Mariocn,
Mascochuscts to Bermuda. No Spinnakers, Working rig, two other headsails
of stnysails, storm jib and trysoil.
L week or two later the R.N.S.i. Bulletin arrived with an article by one of
the race cormittee requesting any RJT.S.A. Members in north east U.5.4.
take part. whimy of Weston 's entry was promptly sent in and we found out
we were too small. Overall length plus 3 x WL, divided by L came to

less thon 26'., Lrrongements were made to add six imches to the waterline
aft by fitting a thin shest of fibreglass and fziring it in with miero-
vailoons. (I have photgraphs of this - D.E.)
Ve decided to mnke it an Internationzl Joint services venture, one ex
Canddizn KVR, cne ex RNVR, two ex US fLrmy (WWII) and my youngest son

(to climg the rigging)) The ex RNVR dropped out due to a bad back a

weck before the start so we signed on the Navigators son. As navigator

we of course amoided any ex Naval types and stuck to one of the ex US

Lrmy men who hzd done the trip before.

Whimsy crossed the starting line about two minutes late and headed down
Buzzards Bay in a strong southwester. Ye were the smallest boat in the
rac: and by the time we left the bay and sight of land everyone else had
gone cut of sight. Beinc more suited to cruising than racing, we reduced
sail for the night. By morning the wind fell to en alnest flat ealm and we
were in deep fog. Althouch the fog wvlearszd, light winds remcined for al
but one day when we were sble to mske hull snced under working Jib and
recfed mizzen (we had = 6' reef put in the mizzen on the advice of an
0ld hond et racing to Bermuda). Cn the seventh day we heard a broadeast
to the effect that we were one of the three boats still unreported and as
we were still some fifty miles from Bermuda and two crew members had air
reservations to get back to work in Massachusets, we statted up the engine
and powered in, the last to arrvive and a day zfter the last place prize had
been awardsd to another. We were sorry not to have completed the course
under ezil but with two crew having to get back to work snd some anxious
wives awaiting our arrival it sceméd best to swallow our pride and get on in.
86 boats completed the course under szil and another 19 of us withdrew

and either turned back or powered in. It was a great experience, eight
days 2t sea and it is entirely possible thet the reason we did not save

our one day, two hour, fifty five minutes and fifty four second handicap

is thot we were too lozded down with food and liguid refreshment. ( we
tock 200 plus cans of beer and shared the last can as we entered

Hamilton Horbour in Bermuds). It has been suggested that if the navigator
hed consumed less beer our course might have been more direct. Cn the
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contd:

other hznd, if he had drank less, we would have been deeper in the water
for a longer time so it's anybody's guess.
Job Frar:zis.

Ferhaps this article .:11 encotr~age members t enter kv .ad the Island
by Saz’ and FPower. '

Eob dece not have lu:w with Whirsy... you will recall ho had icc in the
bilges -1 last years ..ridc weziuor, As tho, returnced =iter the above
passar. aimsy was 3 “uck by 1:-htning with éomage to *vs Alternstor and
the Au~ Filot (Sharnsi. And then the four bolts hol :ing the steering

sheare? and on to emcrgency tiiizd.

ind ha.ng been asksl to try and fit the emerzency tillsr to MICIILIKO
ceasit 21O Ee s s e weeiioes yourss ‘

Did ar: owner ever Lcve a wirirg digram of thne Seadog”

e
ELDOG RADAR SCANNTIR SUFIORT BRACUEET.

Vembers may remermber that our 5th. Newsletter recorded that I spent a
Sunday Morning in Yarmouth up the Seacanis mizzen mast examining Fred
Ellingham's excellent design and construction of a radar scanner bracket.
The problem for a Seadog - at any rate the later versions - arises from
the relatively small cross sectlon of the mizzen and that the triactic
stay, both necessary for mast stability, and is ciearly in the way of the
bracket. Fred has overcome this by havingan athwartships rod assoclated
with his bracket. From the ends of the rod he has taken agppropriate stays
(1) to the top and bottom of the mizzen mast thus retaining stability

(I1) to the top of the main mast thus replacing the triactic. (ITI) to the
aft mizzen shroud deck fitting this assifing the mizzen to be stayed after
and to resist tordonal forces.

I don't have the same engineering facilities (or skill!) available to

me that Fred Zllinshsm enjoys but in conjunction with Malcolm Lennis of
Messrs. Lennis and Craig, T have designed and he has produced a
modificatior. to the standard Lennis aluminium bracket which achieves
Fred's design. The standaré Lennis bracket is widely used by amongst o3
others Keen Int. Marionics and Greenham Marine. — Molcom Lennis whose
werkshep is in Birdham Fool (Talisman, Cherry Lane, Bidham  Sussex
Tel: Birdham 512 624) and will be pleased to supply any Seadog owner with
one of his modified brackets. He is alsc able to undertake a wide

range of machine shop work in aluminium, stainless stesl ete., in a well
‘ecuipped workshop, .

There are a nurber of fitting points concerning the brzcket and associated
rirging, which I will be happy teo talk or write to any member about if
they are contemplating fitting radar. o

Don Fair YORFENBACET
== '
BEMEMBER  AFRIL 22/23  MAY 27 °  XXFE SEPT 2 SEET 9/10
0O g
To: Miss Sara Moore, o¢/o The Probation Cffics, 62 Crocker Street
Newport, Isle of Wicht. (lark FPersonal)

T will be attending the rally at Yarmouth on September 9/10.

I\'Iam(:'...-.........--.-.--..---o.YaCht.o.caa--.-.....--. CI‘@W.-----..-

AddresS.esas



